THE ADVOCATHEH.

The Equilibrium of Business.

| Under this title Mr, Mason Green has an |

ariiale in the April number or Donahoe's

Magazine, from which we here make a few

oxtracta respeoting existing conditions.—
Eorron.]

At ap suction eale in Salem, Ore., the
other day, horses brought only $7.50,
hoga 21 50, cowa $3, plows 30 cents, and
po on—and this to satisfy a mortgege
debt contracted under market condi-
tions which, if maintained, would have
enabled the farmer to pay his obligation
from the product of the soil.

In Seattle, Waah., the owners of 8
business block worth $250,000 three
yoars ago ara now convinoed that it will
not bring under the hammer the amount
of the $30,000 mortgage. Ten thousand
people have left Oregon alons since last
spring on socount of the hard times, and
the labor unions are waming their
brothers of the East not to be misled by
the optimistic resolutions of boards of
trade, ss times are deaperately dull, and
there ie no sign of improvament.

The distressa which for years has
sfflicted the farming districta of Kaness,
Nabrasks, the Dakotas, and the prairie
West is beginning to reach the cities of
those states. A charitabie organization
in Omaha, Neb,, having exhausted ita
funds in the distribution of thousandaof
pounds of provisione among the deeti-
tute, has issned an appeal to the well-to-
do containing this passsge:

“If you have been doing your own
housework, or a little more of it than
you have been accustomed to, in order
to help the poor; if you have done more
of your own sewing, washing, or mind-
ing {he baby than formerly, in conse-
quence of the hard times, in the name
of our Lord Jesus don’s do it! You can
afford to be saving in the line of bookes,
piotures, or new carpsts for the spring
honse decorations, which are s0 much
needed, but you cannot affurd to be ssv-
ing when it comea to the hiring of work
done in the renovation of your homea
You nead the halp; they need the pay
for it; and you can get & class of house-
cleanars snd day help such as you nsver
had before, who know how to wash win-
dows without soiling the paper and fur-
niture, because they have done it for
themselves, and who can work for you
without bumilistion, but who could not
socept your charity without & sting of
shame, which might taks years to re-
mova from their thonghta.”

The distress smong the unemployed is
doubly acute in consequence of the arki-
tloinlly high market price of certain com-
modities. Bitominous coal, which is
mined at & cost of less than §1 per ton,
sells fcr 86 and 37 in Omahs, snd anthra-
cite for 213 and $14. You can buyin
Omaha provision stores two chickens for
s quarter, and they can be cooked, as is
often done by the farmers, over a fire
made of 22 cent corn (which costs 28
ocents to raise) or of 814 coal (whose cost
at ths pit's mouth is about 80 centa).

The owner of & small mins in & Pann-
gylvania village has ascoumulated a
competance by taking out coal and
trucking it sbout town for $1.75 and
$2 per ton, His cousin, living in »
Massachusstta oity, paid 86.75 per ton
last autumn for his winter’s supply.

The wage worker in the mines is not s
beneficiary of the ooal monopoly, The
aversge number of days that the 129.
060 men employed in the anthracite
mines of the United States worked in
1892 waa 195, Thess men supported
their tamilies for seven days upon lees
than four days’ wages. Ten and fiftaen
yosrs ago the miners earned compars-

2,132 typloal fawilies working in ocotton
mills 1 vaions states, the buresu of
statistics has found that only 168 owned
houses, and 768 olosed the year with a
defleit, whils the average saving per in-
dividual was 2 4.7 cents par day. This
income is quite down to the Chiness
standard, and much below the income
of American millionaires, of whom a
group consisting of thres one hundredths
of 1 per cent. of the population own as
much property sa 91 per cmb. of the
population.

Not only the common laborer but
gkilled labor itself has been & sufferer
from the almost Sibsrian deepolism of
our system, The labor saving machine
doea not save labor. A Boston daily
newspaper i puiting in thirty type-set-
ting machinea which means the dis-
charge of sixty compositors. A rival
newapaper is preparing to do the same,
and it is within bounds to say that no
lesn than 200 printers in Boston will fall
before this little gatling gun of the com-
posing room.

Boston and the Weat are very near
pelghbors, however muoh thsy may look
over the fence and oall one another
hard names. After the failure of the
Atohison, Topeka and Santa Fe rail-
road, certain familiea living on the
avenues of Boston changed to the side
streela in oconsequence of their losses;
others olosad a portion of their mansions
and discharged their servants. The
plaoing uf seventy-one roads into re-
ceivers’ hands has injured the New
Eogland factories and ewelled the ranks
of the unempolyed, 40,000 of whom have
been & burden to Boston the past winter,
Boston and the Weat, I repeat, are
nelghbors, and in the long run will pros-
per or suffer together. A hungry
farmer in Dakota means in the snd &
tramp in New Eogland. The funny
man of the Boston press may ring the
changes on the tramp, and hold up to
ridiouls the governor of Ksnsss for
issuing his circular to the police ad-
vising them nok to arresi tramps as va-
grants, but students should not make
light of auy non-producing clasa,

Tramps are the decayed fruil of com-
petion. A mechanic in Boslon, long out
of work, being denied further credii by
his grocer, recently filohed & sack of
flour, The groser called a policeman,
and voth followed to the tenement of the
mechanio, where the mother and ohil-
dren were found sating the flour made
into s paste with cold water, thare being
no coal in the house. The policemsn re-
fused to arreat the mechanic,

“Thees men ought to be clubbed,"” was
the remark of 8 Boston woman concern-
iog the firet procession of the unem-
ployed this winter. *‘And their hungry
families too?" asked a bystander, “Well,
you know there in always a ocertain
smount of suffering. God will taks care
of that. Even salvation ocomes by grace
and nok by any right in ourselves.”

Thess expressions, brutal snd un-
Christian, carry with them the athios of
business. A wheat broker of Chiocago,
whoes nams I have, issued a confidential
ciroular to his customers January 24,

in which was this significant passage:
“We look on the situstion sz unchanged

and believe, until we get into weather

markats, prices won't change much. We
are in hopes the growing orop will be
dsmaged. If1tis, all the grain inter-
wals will be benefitted.”

The grain interests spoken of were the
speculative intarests. The rise of grain
ia the gambling expression for oppor-
tunity to foros consumers to pay more
tor food. The brntality of the broker's
hope, quoted above, is even more revolt-
ing thea that of the mayor of Anderson,
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Indisns, who ia reported 1n the papers [§

to hnve instructed his chief of polics fo
furnish night patrolmen with blaok-
snake whips to lash trampa out of town,

About Christmas time were discovered
along the railroad between Kansas City
and Fort Scoth, lines of camp firea where
tramps had erected shslters from the
gtorm. It will soon appear that thare
are not rawhides emough to go round,
nor policemen snough to do the lnahing,
Aas for oluba for the unsmployed, their
manafactare would be an iadustry in
itself.

There are more tenanta evigted in
New York city alons in & ysar than In
thewhols of Ireland, Speculators un-
derstand what these evictions mean.
The poor pay more rent per square foot
of flooring than the rich, snd, other
things being equal, real estats invest-
menta in the lower warda pay betier
than in the more select districta. It is
| easy, therefore, o understand the ru-
mor in Wall street that a syndioate has
been formed to buy property when the
real eatats panio strikes New York. It
!will. however, be a year or two bafore
| New York wakea up to the gravity of the
industrial sitaation.

den, in New York, refused to prosecute
Charles Plager, who recently threw a
brick through a $16 window pane. Jus-
tioe Tainter, of the Toombs ocourt, was
about to discharge the prisoner, when
he criad: *If you discharge me, I'll
break another window. 1have no work,
no money, no home, no friends, and may
as well be in prison. Iocannot beg and
I will not steal.” The jostice woocord-
ingly held Plager tor trial.
L] * - L -

The average wage in New Ocleans ia
#107 per day; in Richmond, Va,
60 cents; in Augusta, Ga, 73 cents;
in Louiasville, Ky., 90 ocenta. Cotton
hands can be hired for 60 cents. The
average income of farmers in Georgia is
42 penta per day; in Missisaippi, 74 cents;
in Alabams, 44 centa,

In Alabama the private debte smount
to $26 per onpita; Floride, $40; Tennsa-
soe, 823. In Alabama 15.44 per cent. of
the asseased valuation of the real estate
is covered by morlgage.

Coal from Alabams mines can be laid
down in Mississippi at $Z per ton at a
profit. The markst price ia from #4
to §5.

Cotton canpot be raised and sold 1n the
south ata profit below 8 oceals, mad ib
hasbesnns low as 5 cenls withio &
twelvemonth.

I shall not cloud this psge with the
story of hard timee in the southin de-
tail, Itis asubject for & volume. A
workingman fainted awsy [n the Kim-
{ball honse, Atlants, Ga, one day In
Maroh. He had been looking for work
for weeks, and it was & oclear oase of
ptarvation. This did not check the
bosasts of the daily press that Atlanta
was economically in & stalwart ocondi-
tion. The same may be said concerning
& destitute baker in San Antoaio, Tex.,
who took his life the same week. A
young woman last satamn applied at sll
[the dressmaking establishments in a
Dalaware city, snd recsived ome offer
| trom all—six months for nothing, and

| after that 82 per week. The city is no-
| torioua for looss women.

Heretofore poverty has been consid-
ered the special ward of philsnthropists.
That time hss gone by. Poverly ia a
menace to cspital. The unsmployed

of our civilization.
L] . - L ] ]
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